A Family Saved from Death Row

New Arrival: A Katrina Survivor

Ramses and Beowulf Sugar Bear almost
died before they were born. It’s a fact hard to
fathom, watching them run and play together
in their pen below the chestnut tree, so full of
life, falling all over each other for attention
whenever a person comes by.
Their parents’ predicament was yet another abuse/neglect case in an area where
wolfdogs are immediately euthanized upon
seizure (standard procedure in many areas).
Belle
But animal control took pity on this bonded
pair—Belle and Mac—and allowed them to take temporary refuge in an animal
shelter. When Nancy arrived the morning of the pick up, however, she found that
the number of animals to be riding back with
her had doubled overnight. Belle had given birth
to six pups, but four had died shortly after birth.
Only Ramses and Sugar Bear remained.
Unfortunately, Sugar Bear’s early weeks
were unsteady ones. Soon after leaving his
mother, Sugar Bear had a seizure, and the
seizures kept coming. With treatment, the
seizures ceased but left him partially blinded
with ataxia of his hindquarters. Over time,
though, he has nearly completely recovered.
Nothing will stop Sugar Bear from a good
romp with his brother Ramses. The two are
deeply bonded. Anything put in their pen
instantly becomes a toy. Tam gave them a
food bag with a bit of kibble still rattling around. Ramses (front) and Sugar Bear
A tug-o-war sent the brothers tumbling about
the pen, then the bag ripped in half. Each retreated with his half, until Ramses
realized that his end didn’t have any kibble inside. Sugar Bear instantly sprang
into action, holding the half bag high up in the air and running like mad, food bag
a giant sail above him. Ramses ran in pursuit, and the race ended in a writhing
tumble of puppies. The trophy
forgotten, a wrestling match
ensued. Born in a shelter,
snatched from death row, these
two seem to have made it their
mission to take life by their teeth
and shake it, savoring every last
bit of joy they can find in it.

When Hurricane Katrina ravaged the Gulf Coast
in August, her eye passed directly over St. Bernard
Parish in Louisiana. The storm surge tore houses
from their foundations and sent them floating down
the streets. By September 1st, every single one of
the 24,000 homes in the parish had flooded. The
lives of 114 parish residents
were lost.
Weeks later, animal
rescue workers were quite
surprised to find a wolfdog
walking down a residential
street in St. Bernard Parish
in the midst of all the
devastation.
He was
incredibly sweet, though, and
every rescuer who met him
fell in love. Given his
circumstances, he was quite
lucky to be walking at all, but Pete, by James Fisher
it was obvious that he needed immediate care.
So, in mid-October, Pete the Katrina survivor
arrived at Full Moon Farm, emaciated with filthy
matted fur, but friendly and bright-eyed. He was
severely undernourished—he should weigh about
110 pounds, but he was only 64 ½. His spleen was
also slightly enlarged. His blood work was good,
though, and he tested negative on all parasites,
after treatment by the ASPCA/HSUS at the LamarDixon facility. With a careful diet to bring his weight
back up, he was expected to return to full health.
Little did we know, though, Pete’s trials hadn’t
ended when he was plucked from the hurricane
disaster area. And neither had his luck. It would
certainly be questionable to call a case of bloat a
“lucky” occurrence, but in Pete’s case, it was.
If not treated immediately, bloat can lead
to blood poisoning and death by toxic shock. So
when our animal caretaker, Tam, noticed Pete
exhibiting signs of bloat one evening shortly after his
arrival, she immediately acted.
...”Katrina” continued on page 2
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Annie’s Story

Gifts That Give Even More

Annie is Nancy Brown’s first
rescued wolfdog.
About eight years ago, a man
contacted Nancy and told her about a
“wolf” pup who was kept on a chain with
no food and water, being abused by the
owners. She agreed to take the puppy
if the man would bring it to her. He did,
but wanted $100 for his efforts. He settled
UK wildlife artist Vic Bearcroft, who
for all the cash she had on hand: $43.
works for wolf conservation at the
The pup was infested with worms,
California Wolf Center, painted this
her overall health was very poor, and she
portrait of Annie. He provided prints
was terrified. It took a month before Annie
for our auction and donates 10% of
would even let Nancy touch her, still
every sale of this print to Full Moon
afraid, but learning to trust the one
Farm. Visit:www.aboutface-art.co.uk
person who had shown her kindness. It
was another year before she truly believed that Nancy would never hurt her.
Now, Nancy is her touchstone when Annie is worried or scared. When a tree
took out her fencing during Hurricane Ivan, her companion, Wolfie, visited the
new subdivision across the mountain, but Annie ran straight to Nancy.
As you can see, Annie is not a wolf. She is a low-content wolfdog. Sadly,
her story is typical. All too often, as wolfdog rescue organizations fill up, the
animals end up being put to sleep at the local shelter.
Annie is one of the lucky ones, as are those wolfdogs who came after, who
benefited from all that Annie taught Nancy and from all that Nancy, in turn, has
—Tam Nesbit
instilled in Full Moon Farm.
...”Katrina” continued from page 1
Our vet was not responding, so Tam and Nancy rushed
Pete to REACH Animal Hospital where they stabilized him and
confirmed the bloat diagnosis. REACH would not perform the
emergency surgery to save him, however, until we paid nearly
$2,500 up front, no billing option. There was not $2,500 in our
account. Nancy offered the balance of Full Moon Farm’s account
and asked that they please just do as much as they could for him.
But that amount would only cover what had already been done.
Tam and Nancy were distraught with worry and frustration that
finances and bureaucracy might cost Pete his life after all he’d
been through. With a prayer, Nancy again called our vet, and this
time she answered, agreeing to perform immediate emergency
surgery on Pete, despite our outstanding bill with them. A rush
over to Flat Rock. Pete was shaved and on the table in minutes.
Bloat corrected, he was going to be fine, but the enlarged spleen?
It was not just enlarged—it was riddled with cancer. Had he never
developed bloat, we would not have found out in time, and the
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Would you like to give a gift this holiday season
that will also benefit the wolfdogs? A donation of $25
or more can be made in the name of your loved one,
and we will send a card commemorating your donation in their honor. We also have several gift
sponsorship options. A $120 six-month sponsorship
of a Full Moon Farm animal comes with a framed
portrait of their sponsored animal, a card, a
sponsorship certificate, newsletter membership, and,
of course, an
invitation to visit.
A $240 one-year
sponsorship
comes with all of
the above, plus a
Full Moon Farm
t-shirt. For more gift
ideas, see our
website gift shop
for framed wolf and
wolfdog photography,
apparel items, prints,
key chains, mugs,
mouse pads, and
more.
fullmoonfarm.org Mystic, Photo credit: James Fisher

cancer would have spread. They removed his spleen, and he is
expected to make a full recovery.
After surviving a hurricane, a flood, near starvation, bloat, emergency surgery, and cancer, hopefully Pete’s days will be a bit
more peaceful from now on. Slowly, Pete is building his strength
and weight back up. In the meantime, Tam and Nancy work to
restore his long, thick fur coat to full health, cutting out one mat at
a time when he’ll let them. But when you give him a good deep
scratch, you’ll still come away with something that speaks to his
story—you will find the dirt and filth of Katrina under your fingernails. Perhaps his next adventure will be a bath.
We’d like to extend our deepest gratitude to Dr. Beverly Hargus,
Dr. Herbert Justus, and their tech Jessica for their quick work to
save Pete’s life that night. And thank you to Animals R Us
Veterinary Clinic in Flat Rock, NC for their generosity in letting us
keep a tab. To make a tax-deductible donation to Pete’s
veterinary fund, send a check made out to “Full Moon Farm, Inc.”
with “Pete” in the memo line.
Full Moon Farm, Inc.
P.O. Box 1548
Black Mountain, NC 28711
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Newsbites: Maverick the Moviestar, A Vision Half-Realized, Winter’s Arrival

A scene from the upcoming film “The Chronicles of Narnia:
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe,” in theaters Dec. 9
Maverick the Movie Star. Full Moon Farm’s lovable Maverick, a
high-content wolfdog, traveled to breathtaking New Zealand last
year. He was part of a troupe of wolfdogs who acted in the movie
The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe.
After filming, he returned to Gentle Jungle in California. The movie
will be released in theaters on December 9th.
A Vision Half-Realized. Thanks to many generous donations
and hundreds of hours of volunteer work, several new larger
enclosures for our residents are now up. Mani, Strider, Matsi,

How You Can Help the Wolfdogs

• Donate. 100% of donations go toward care of the animals,
and all donations are tax-deductible. Your donations help us
buy feed and supplies, build new pens, and provide medical
care. Even very small donations make a big difference.
• Volunteer. Our volunteers build pens, feed and water the
wolfdogs, help with filing and paperwork, write letters, transport
animals, clean pens, participate in fundraising and education
events, take pictures, and more. More experienced volunteers
can help socialize and train the wolfdogs. Some volunteer
jobs are even easily done from afar. Do you have a special
skill? We could probably use it.
• Donate a Wishlist Item. Our wishlist includes shelters
(large dog houses), bedding, pen-building supplies, stainless
steel buckets, blankets, and gift certificates for Home Depot,

Tadu, Howler, Daunkette, Coal, Indy, Belle, and Mac now all have
room to run! The release of animals who were cooped up in tiny
pens into these larger habitats is one of the most rewarding events
to witness at Full Moon Farm. Our goal for the next year is to build
seven more of these large habitats, but we need donations for
fencing supplies and volunteers to build them. If you’re interested
in helping with the new enclosures, please let us know!
A New Website. Full Moon Farm’s brand new website is finally
live! Browse the new photography galleries, read bios of our
animals, sign up to volunteer online, check out the new
merchandise for sale, and more. Now you can check there for
news and notice of upcoming events. www.fullmoonfarm.org
Winter’s Arrival. As the temperature begins to dip below freezing
at night, we are busy preparing the Farm for winter’s arrival. We
still have several animals without shelters, and our budget for
bedding is tight. Donations of large dog houses or funds for houses
and bedding would be incredibly helpful as we move toward
December. The wolfdogs will be thankful come first snowfall.
Auction. Our Silent Auction was a huge success. Thank you to
Madison’s, Vocal Entertainment, Highland Brewing Company,
Ginko Tree, and the many other donors and bidders!
Lowes, Tractor Supply Co., PetSmart, Ingles, Food Lion,
Bi-Lo, and Wal-Mart. See our website for a complete list.
• Sponsor. For a $20.00 monthly donation, you will provide
partial care for one of the wolfdogs. You will receive a picture of
the animal you have
sponsored and a certificate of appreciation along
with howls and kisses
when you can visit! Ask
about our special $5.00
per month children’s rate.
For gift sponsorships, see
page 2.
Volunteer at Full Moon Farm • See our website at
www.fullmoonfarm.org or contact us for more on how to help.
nancy@fullmoonfarm.org 1-(828)-669-1818

Your tax-deductible donations are greatly appreciated.
100% goes directly toward care of the animals.
Donations by check or money order may accompany this form, made out to:
Full Moon Farm, Inc.
P.O. Box 1548
Black Mountain, NC 28711
We are a not-for-profit organization and tax exempt under IRS code 501(c)(3).
Name:

Phone:

Address:
Donation Amount: $

E-mail Address:
City:

Notes:

State:

Zip Code:
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Upcoming Full Moon Farm Events
For details on any of these events, please contact us
at 1-(828)-669-1818 or nancy@fullmoonfarm.org.
November 25th - “Thanksevening” shopping day in Black
Mountain at Bone-A-Fide Bakery from 2pm on.
December 2nd - “Holly Jolly” at Bone-A-Fide Bakery in Black
Mountain from 3pm-8pm. Refreshments & Festivities.
December 3rd - Christmas Parade, downtown Black
Mountain, 4pm.

December 10th - Volunteer Orientation 11am-4pm at Full
Moon Farm, weather permitting.
February 11th - Volunteer Orientation 11am-4pm at Full
Moon Farm, weather permitting.
April 8th - Volunteer Orientation 11am-4pm at Full Moon
Farm, weather permitting.
April 15th - Easter Parade, Downtown Black Mountain.
April 29th - Volunteer Appreciation Day at Full Moon
Farm. Food and fun!

Come Visit
Our Newly
Redesigned
Website!
And Coming Soon:
Wolf Blog
Educational Materials

fullmoonfarm.org
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